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A Little History
2019 marks the 175th anniversary of the dedication of the first church
built by Methodists in Clarion, which occurred on October 16, 1844.
It was built on a lot purchased for $300. In the building of that church,
the male members nearly all took part in the work of digging the
foundation, as well as working on the walls, floor and roof. It was
reported that the material wealth of the entire congregation at that time
did not exceed $25,000. The value of the church building was about
$3500, or 1/8 of their combined worth.1 Some notable happenings in that
building included:
*The first choir was organized in 1850 by Jeremiah Delo,
brother of Rev. Delo.1
*A cabinet organ was installed in 1871.
*William McKinley joined the church when he came here
with his Civil War buddy, Samuel Mays.1
However, in 1885, it became evident to the congregation that a new
church building was needed to accommodate the growing number of
people attending the church. “At the Quarterly Conference on
February 5, 1887, F. M. Arnold and the pastor (Rev. Delo) were
authorized to secure subscriptions for the new building. The first
subscription was given by P. F. Kribbs, of Edenburg. He agreed to give
$500 on the condition that the new church would not cost less than
$12,000. F. M. Arnold agreed to pay one-fifteenth of the entire cost of
the building. Others showed an equally generous spirit and the financing
of the new structure was well underway.”1
When it was time to leave the original church, a procession was formed
to walk to the site of the new building. Leading the procession was the
Building Committee, followed by the Choir, Clergy of Methodist,
Presbyterian, and Baptist churches, and visiting pastors, Faculty of the
Clarion Normal School, and then the Congregation.2
The minister led the people in the ritual of the church, followed by the
singing of a hymn by the choir. Psalm 132 was read responsively,
followed by the scripture, 1 Corinthians 3:9-23. Then Rev. Latshaw
proclaimed, “In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost, we lay this cornerstone for the foundation of a house to be
builded and consecrated to the service of the Almighty God, according to
the order and usages of the Methodist Church. Amen.”2
According to the Clarion Democrat, “Perhaps no service was ever held in
Clarion in which the people were more orderly, attentive and
interested.”2

On August 25, 1889, the 130th anniversary of the dedication of this
church building took place. “At the conclusion [of the morning service
that Sunday] Rev. Dr. Ives stated the cost of the building at $35,000.
There was an indebtedness of $10,000. This amount he desired the
congregation to provide before he proceeded with the dedication. A call
was made for $500 subscriptions, then $200, $100, and less amounts,
in their order. After detaining the congregation for some time, they were
dismissed. A balance of $700 to be raised in the evening. [At the
evening service] the balance required was soon raised. The edifice was
then dedicated to the service of Almighty God for the use of the
Methodist Episcopal Church.”3

The Sanctuary
The Sanctuary was originally known as the Audience Room.4
It is 50’ by 60’.4 The groined arch ceiling is 36’ high in the center.4
What is now known as the choir loft was called the organ gallery and was
16’ by 20’.4
The Sanctuary was originally lit by natural gas lights. These caused the
walls and ceiling to become stained and blackened. After only 10 years,
the walls had to be re-frescoed, the woodwork, ceiling and windows
needed cleaning, and the carpet had to be replaced.5 Electric lights were
installed in 1899.5
Until 1905, everyone brought their own hymnal with them to church.
That year the first hymnals were purchased for the church. This edition
was known as the Pan-Methodist Hymnal, published in 1905 by the
Methodist Episcopal Church, in anticipation of a reunification with the
Methodist Church, South, following a separation during the Civil War.
Our most recent red hymnals were purchased in 1989.
Steam heat was installed in 1912, at a cost of $5001.
The sanctuary was renovated in 1971. The Chancel area was remodeled,
the Communion Rail platform was rebuilt, a new street level entrance
was added, and the organ was completely rebuilt.
The pew cushions were re-covered in 1985-86.

Fifteen new altar rail cushions were designed by a member of the church,
Inez Baker, and they were needlepointed by eleven women of the church
in 1987. The project required about 638,750 basketweave stitches, which
took about 2,800 hours. The cushions depict events in the life of Christ
and the early church. A continuing symbol on all cushions is a vine:
“I am the vine, you are the branches.” The name of the woman who
stitched each cushion is on the back. Doris Purinton did the blocking and
Carm Dunkerley constructed the cushions.

New stained glass windows replaced the original windows in 1991.
The old windows had fallen into disrepair. There were cracks in 85 of
the panes, and several of the frames were buckling due to age and weight.
Repair of them was considered not feasible. The new stained glass was
designed by Hunt Studios of Pittsburgh, and hand blown by Blenko
Glass, at a cost of $105,000. The images represent the theme of the
sacraments, water (baptism) and bread (the Eucharist). Christ is the
focus of each frame. A description of the windows was written by
Rev. Stephen Ray.

The Organ
Although we know that the first church building had a cabinet organ,
which they had purchased in 1871, it is uncertain if they brought that
organ when they moved to this church. However, there is mention of
organ music being played on the Sunday of the dedication.3
The first pipe organ was installed in 1892. The Christian A dvocate
referred to it as a “great organ.”6
It was then replaced in 1921 by the current Austin pipe organ.
The current organ was a gift to the church by Mrs. Anna J. Keatley and
family in memory of her husband, William Keatley, and his brothers,
Frank and John. It was dedicated on July 24, 1921.
This organ was rebuilt in 1971, when additional stops and pipes were
added.
The organ contains 1,543 pipes and a set of 23 chimes. The pipes range
in size from 18’ in length to ones that are the size of a pencil. The visible
pipes are actual pipes of the Pedal division. The pipes are made from
either a tin-lead alloy, annealed zinc, or clear sugar pine and poplar
woods. The organ contains 27 stops and 26 ranks. There are three
divisions: Great, Swell, and Pedal.
Pipes were originally installed at the back of the choir loft, but were
moved to the area that was first built as the pastor’s study.

Wesley Chapel
Wesley Chapel was originally called the “Lecture Room” or
“Sunday School Room” in first reports about the church. It was also
where prayer meeting services were held.4 The room was 30’ by 43’.4
The old pulpit is still in use in this room.
The “Infant Room” was at the end of the room. In 1899, folding doors
replaced the original curtains that had been installed to separate it from
the Lecture Room.5
A balcony for the addition of Sunday School rooms was installed in
1912, at a cost of $400.1 The first mention of the room being called
Wesley Chapel was when it was remodeled with the current balcony in
1960.7 New carpet was laid in 1979.
The Infant Room eventually became a Sunday School classroom for
adults and was renamed the Good Samaritan Chapel in 1972.
Above the Good Samaritan Chapel was a room known as the Parlor.
It was “for the use of the ladies of the church.”4 We now call it the
Tower Room and the youth utilize it for Sunday School.
There are several paintings along the walls of Wesley Chapel.
Offer Them Christ is by contemporary artist Kenneth Wyatt. It is a
depiction of an elderly John Wesley bidding farewell to Thomas Coke as
Coke is departing for America. Coke asked Wesley, “What do I tell
them?” Wesley responded by saying, "Offer them Christ." It was
painted for the 200th anniversary of Methodism in America, in 1984.
The painting Come Follow Me was given by the Stephen Ministers in
memory of Rev. Dr. Madge Floyd.
There is also a portrait of John Wesley.
The balcony is now used by the Children’s Bell Choir. A set of
Schulmerick Hand bells was purchased in 1964, with the hope that a
boys’ hand bell choir could be developed. They were organized by
Hazel Blish, under the name the Wesleyan Hand Bell Ringers.
The choir is now open to both boys and girls.
When the church was first built, a library occupied the space next to the
stairway to the Tower Room where the basement stairs are now located.4

A kitchen and dining room were also included in the original church
building. They were located in the area found when leaving Wesley
Chapel and before entering the Gathering Room.4 However, the kitchen
was removed during the renovations of 1899. The Clarion Democrat
called its removal and conversion to classrooms a “most commendable
change” which took “the church out of the business of speculating on
people’s appetites to discharge its just and rightful obligations.”5

The Church Office
The church offices occupy the former parsonage, which was built in
1906. The parsonage served as the home of the senior pastor until 1972,
when the home at 338 Wood Street was purchased. From that time,
until 2005, it became the home of the Assistant Minister.
An announcement in the newspaper on March 22, 1906 read:
“An unusual and extraordinary meeting will be held in the M. E. church
next Wednesday evening at which every member should want to be
present. The regular prayer service will be held from half past seven till
eight o’clock after which a congregational sociable will be held.
The plans for the contemplated new parsonage will be present [sic] and
will be explained. A general good time will be enjoyed.”8
On September 13, 1906, the paper reported: “The new M. E. parsonage
in this place will be completed by the 1st of October according to present
calculations. Contractor McElhaney has beat the contract time by one
month and has done one of the finest jobs around this section of
country.”9
On October 18, 1906, it was stated that “The contract price for the
parsonage was $6,000, and all of this has been paid but about $500,
or less. Of the original cost, $1,500.00 were contributed by the bequest
of the late Manasseh Arnold, the congregation raising the balance.
The parsonage is supplied with all modern conveniences and appliances
and is finished in the most complete and elegant style.”10
One of the original stained glass windows from the church is in the
Wood Street entry area. Other rediscovered windows were framed and
can be found in the Gathering Room and Room 102. Original windows
are still in Wesley Chapel, Good Samaritan Chapel, the handicap
entrance, and the stairwell to the second floor.

Outside
The ground for the church was purchased from Leopold Guth for
$3,000.11 The cornerstone was laid on September 12, 1887. The church
was dedicated on August 25, 1889.
Original plans called for the church to be built of brick.12 However, the
plans were amended, and it was built of native sandstone laid in the
Broken Asher pattern13 (rectangular stones of different sizes).
The building is of Roman architecture, which is characterized by the
rounded arches and thick, massive walls.
When first built, the edifice measured 104’ by 75’, according to the
Clarion Democrat4, or 105’ by 72’, according to the Clarion
Republican.13
The tower is 84’ high4 (Clarion Democrat) or 87’ high13 (Clarion
Republican). There is a fleur-de-lis atop the tower. Its three petals
reflect an association with the Holy Trinity. The band on the bottom is
seen as binding the Three Persons into the One Divinity.
The bell inside the tower weighs 1,458 pounds.14 It was cast by the
McShane Bell Foundry of Baltimore in 1889. According to the
company’s catalog of 1900, the bell was made from new ingot copper
and imported block tin. A bell of that weight had a diameter of 40’,
and rings in the key of F#. It stated that the ringer should “not lazily
jingle the bell, but swing the mouth well up.” The bell was rung at noon
for 444 consecutive days during the Iran hostage crisis. James Hawk III,
a member of the youth group, was the ringer for each of those days from
1979 to 1981.11
The original roof was made of slate, and had to be reinstalled after only
10 years because of leakage.5
Sawed stone sidewalks were laid around the church on Wood Street and
Sixth Avenue in 1906, the year that Wood Street was first paved.
There are two additional cornerstones: one in the Education Annex
(1955) and another in the Connection (2012).
The Memorial Garden was dedicated in 1995. It was originated by
Harriet Hearst, Virginia Pfaff, and Joanne Haskell. All of the plants and
trees were memorials or honorariums.

The second slate removal occurred in 2014. Major work was done in the
attic on the exterior stone walls where deteriorated rafter ends were
repaired or replaced. The highest grade premium architectural shingle
was installed with a life expectancy of 50 to 75 years. New copper
downspouts were installed in all water takeaway areas. New cornice
wood trim was manufactured to match existing trim that was still usable.
We also installed a new rubber roof on the educational wing. Total cost
of the project was $400,000.

The Basement
When the church was first constructed, the only “basement” was a hole in
the ground for the furnace.
On January 31, 1915, a notice was placed in the bulletin. “We need more
room, and upon initiative of the Sunday School Board and the
recommendation of the Quarterly Conference, the Board of Trustees
appointed a committee to look into the matter of excavating under the
church that we might have a set of convertible rooms for entertainments,
Sunday School social work and other meetings, dining room and kitchen,
enabling us to keep the sanctuary free from anything but worship.
An architect has been instructed to make preliminary drawings.
Will you help?”15
The cost was originally estimated to be $6,000, with the final expense
amounting to $8,200.
It was later reported that “the excavation of the basement was an
exceptionally hazardous undertaking, many people believing that it could
not be done without endangering the superstructure. The work of
underpinning the heavy stone chimney to the extent of 6’ without moving
it in the least is a feat worthy of particular mention. Sunday School
capacity with new basement completed is about 1000.”1
On Tuesday, February 22, 1916, “nearly 250 guests sat down to the first
social function in the new part of the church.”6 The menu included: fruit
cocktail, chicken, roast pork loin, mashed potatoes with gravy, rolls,
perfection salad, ice cream, white cake and devil’s cake.
At that time, the kitchen was located next to the boiler room. A new
kitchen was part of the construction of the Education Annex in 1955-56.
It was greatly updated in 2016.
The “Youth Center,” otherwise known as “the Pit,” was “renovated and
considerably improved” in 1962.11
In 2014, 23 new insulated windows were installed in the educational
wing and dining room to match new windows in the Connection.
In addition, an automatic door opener was installed at the new entrance.
Total cost of the project was $27,164.

History by the Numbers
Year

Event

Cost

2019 Dollars

1844

Cost of First Church Building

$3,500

$123,700

Lot

$300

$10,600

Total wealth of congregations

$25,000

$883,700

Cost of New Church Building

$35,000

$1,006,000

Lot

$3,000

$86,190

Contract for building

$19,900

$572,700

Extras, pointing stone work

$1,100

$31,600

Heater and heating apparatus

$1,500

$43,100

Glass

$1,100

$31,600

Bell

$300

$8,619

Seats, cushions,
drapery, furniture

$2,400

$68,950

Chandeliers, plumbing

$1,500

$43,100

Architect

$1,500

$43,100

1889

Carpets

$1,700

$48,840

Sundries

$1,000

$28,730

Amount paid by P. F. Kribbs

$500

14,030

Amount paid by F. M. Arnold

$2,333

$66,080

Parsonage

$6,000

$176,300

Amount paid by M. Arnold

$1,500

$44,080

1912

Balcony over
Sunday School Room

$400

$10,910

1915

Construction of basement

$8,200

$207,900

1972

New parsonage purchased

$37,500

$229,800

1906

1979

Adjacent property
purchased for parking lot

$40,000

$141, 200

1991

Stained glass windows

$105,000

$197,600

2006

Roof repaired and shingled

$400,000

$508,500

2013

The Connection
(Gathering Room)

$1,860,000

$2,046,000

2014

New windows in Education
Annex and Basement

$27,164

$29,410

2016

Kitchen renovation

$35,000

$37,370

2019

Office renovation

$10,000

$10,000

Computations from www.wolframalpha.com
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Our Pastors
Date

Minister(s)

1841 - 1843

H. N. Stearns

1842 - 1844

J. H. Stearns and John Graham

1844 - 1845

J. W. Hill and D. H. Jack

1845 - 1846

J. W. Hill and J. K. Hallock

1846 - 1847

J. K. Hallock

1847 - 1849

R. M. Bear

1849 - 1850

W. F. Wilson

1850 - 1851

W. F. Day

1851 - 1853

E. B. Lane

1853 - 1855

John R. Lyon

1855 - 1857

J. T. Boyle

1857 - 1859

N. G. Luke

1859 - 1860

D. S. Steadman

1860 - 1861

T. P. Warner

1861 - 1863

J. J. Bentley

1863 - 1865

Thos. Graham

1865 - 1867

R. F. Keeler

1867 - 1868

D. A. Crowell

1868 - 1869

S. S. Stuntz

1869 - 1870

W. F. Warner and E. R. Knapp

1870 - 1872

C. C. Hunt

1872 - 1874

O. M. Sackett

1874 - 1876

Cyril Wilson

1876 - 1878

Manassah Miller

1878 - 1880

Harvey Henderson

1880 - 1882

W. H. Mossman

1882 - 1885

C. W. Darrow

1885 - 1888

B. F. Delo

1888 - 1891

Cearing Peters

1891 - 1892

David Latshaw

1892 - 1896

J. C. Gillette

1896 - 1899

J. N. Fradenburgh

1899 - 1902

C. O. Mead

1902 - 1906

S. H. Day

1906 - 1909

Willis K. Crosby

1909 - 1914

Frank S. Neigh

1914 - 1919

A. C. Locke

1919 - 1922

W. E. Bartlett

1922 - 1927

C. J. Warner

1927 - 1929

W. J. Baldwin

1929 - 1931

P. A. Galbraith

1931 - 1935

W. P. Murray

1935 - 1939

Frank A. Wimer

1939 - 1944

Mark Parry

1944 - 1948

Albert C. Howe

1948 - 1953

George R. D. Braun

1953 - 1961

Ralph W. Richardson

1961 - 1964

George A. Myers

1964 - 1968

Jim Cox

1968 - 1971

Bill McCartney

1969 - 1970

Woodie Gilliland (A)

1970 - 1973

Lou Pomrenke (A)

1971 - 1979

George Crooks

1973 - 1975

Tom Brown (A)

1975 - 1977

Dan Mayak (A)

1977 - 1979

G. H. Trumbo (A)

1979 - 1987

LeRoy Jones

1979 - 1982

John Jefferis (A)

1982 - 1986

David Panther (A)

1986 - 1989

Mark Goswick (A)

1987 - 1990

Roger Rulong

1989 - 1993

Stephen Ray (A)

1990 - 1999

Madge Floyd

1993 - 2000

Bill Lavelle (A)

2000 - 2005

Rick Harry (A)

2000 - 2007

Arnie Rhodes

2007 - 2014

Deryl Larsen

2014 - 2019

Kevin Haley

2019 - present

John Flower Jr.

SPECIAL THANKS TO THE FELLOWSHIP TEAM
HEADED BY ROBERTA LAIRD

